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"Aurora Borealis® 1s derived from the

Roman goddess ol dawn, "Aurora’
and the Greek name [or north wind,
‘Borealis’. In modern times, we
reason that this [low ol color and
light 1s caused by excited electrons
in the earth's atmosphere. However,
in earlier days, when humans were
more spread out and 1solated, our
imaginations ran wild attempting to
explain the light show.
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Native American cultures believed
a great number of things, varying
[rom region to region.

The Cree believed that the Aurora
was a part of life, and it was the
spirits of the dead attempting to

communicate with their loved
ones who they had left behind.

Algonquin tribes believed that the

lights were caused by Nanahbozo,

their god of creation. They
believed the lights were cast from
fires built by Nanahbozo, and it
was him saying he was watching
over them.




There i1s something about the
uncertainty of the light display
that has always allfected
humankind. Are they spirits of
the recently departed? Are they
dragons? Are they [lierce female
warriors? Or are they simply
excited electrons? Regardless, this
mystic light show will eontinue
to captivate us and remind us of
our humanity and how boundless
life camshe.



